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Mark Twain was America’s greatest storyteller. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn are his most famous books. He describes his
works like this: “My works are like water. The works of the greatest masters are like
wine. But everybody drinks water.” ( p.56)

He was born in 1835 and died in 1910. It is said that he was born on the day
Halley’s Comet blazed above the earth. And he died in the year Halley’s Comet appeared
above the earth again.

Mark Twain lived in the Mississippi River town of Hannibal, Missouri when he
was a boy. He had an exciting life—he was a steamboat pilot, a gold miner, a newspaper
reporter. He became the most famous and successful writer of his day. He wrote about
not only funny stories but also serious problems in America such as racism and injustice
of the society.

America changed a great deal during Mark Twain’s life.
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Selection of Mark Twain’s Works

The Innocents Abroad (1869)
Roughing It (1872)

The Gilded Age (1873)

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876)
The Prince and the Pauper (1881)
Life on the Mississippi (1883)

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884)

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court (1889)

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884) the
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