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Five lessons for
grades 3-6

A Lesson Plan Produced for NEH Summer Teacher Workshops at The Mark Twain House & Museum



The lessons address the “Connecticut Frameworks” curriculum standards as follows:

Lesson 1: The Adventures of Mark Twain 
& Twain’s Times 
(A reading and timeline exercise in 2 parts) 
Part I: 50 minutes, Part II: 20 minutes

Lesson 2: Twain’s Travels 
(A reading and mapping exercise) 
Length: 40-50 minutes

Lesson 3: Painting a Picture: Traveling with Words 
(A reading, writing and art exercise) 
Length: 40-50 minutes

Lesson 4: Traveling Like Twain: 
An Observation Exercise 
(with an optional description writing exercise) 
Length: 50-75 minutes

During & Post-visit: Twain Travelogues 
(A description and narrative writing exercise) 
Length: 50-75 minutes

Pre-visit Lessons

Enclosed you will find four lesson plans and materials to be used in the classroom prior to 

visiting the Mark Twain House.  There is also one post-visit activity.  Each lesson is designed to 
stand on its own, however, all can be used together as one large unit.  Each lesson also includes a 
suggested homework assignment.

We strongly urge you to use at least one of these lessons so students will have some familiarity 

with Twain prior to their visit.  Please adjust these materials to best fit your students’ needs and 
abilities.

The lessons fulfill the Connecticut Frameworks curriculum standards in the following ways:

Lesson 1: The Adventures of Mark Twain Language Arts Standards 2 & 4
& Twain’s Times Social Studies Standards 1, 3 & 4
(A reading and timeline exercise in 2 parts) Mathematics Standard 2

Part I: 50 minutes; Part II: 20 minutes

Lesson 2: Twain’s Travels Social Studies Standards 9 & 12
(A reading and mapping exercise) Language Arts Standards 2 & 4
Length: 40-50 minutes

Lesson 3: Painting a Picture: Traveling with Words Language Arts Standards 1 & 2

(A reading, writing and art exercise) Visual Arts Standard 6
Length: 40-50 minutes

Lesson 4: Traveling Like Twain: Language Arts Standard 2
An Observation Exercise

(with an optional description writing exercise)
 Length: 50-75 minutes

During & Post-visit: Twain Travelogues Language Arts Standard 2
(A description and narrative writing exercise)

Length: 50-75 minutes

Thank you for visiting the Mark Twain House.

Each lesson is designed to stand on its own, however, all can be used together as one 
large unit. Each lesson also includes a suggested homework assignment.

Please adjust these materials to fit your students’ needs and abilities.

Introduction to the Grades 3-6 Lessons Provided


