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DESIRED RESULTS 
 

What are the “big ideas” that drive this lesson? 
 
 

 

 Great writers craft their descriptions of characters and settings to affect a 

particular emotional response toward their subjects. This element of 

writing is called “tone,” and although it is an important factor in 

understanding literature, it is often difficult for students to recognize 

unless they can attribute to an author’s words and phrases more than just 

their literal meaning. 
 
 
 

What are the “essential questions” that students must answer in order to 

understand the “big ideas?” 

 
 
 

 How is an author’s “tone” conveyed by his use of words and phrases? 





 How does Mark Twain use “tone” to vary his descriptions of childhood? 





 What are Mark Twain’s views of childhood? 
 
 

 

CORE UNDERSTANDINGS 

 

Identify what students will know and/or be able to do. 
 

 Students will analyze selected passages from Mark Twain’s works and 

identify phrasing that conveys a particular “tone” concerning the subject 

of childhood. 



 

 

 Students will emulate Twain’s use of “tone” in their own original 

composition of descriptive passages concerning childhood in the 

21st century. 
 
 
 

LIST SUGGESTED ASSESSMENT(S) 
 

 Each student will write two original descriptions of at least 600 words that 

exemplify two distinct “tones” concerning the subject of childhood; 


 Each student will revise their work until deemed to be competent 

according to the writing rubric (see attachments). 

 
 
 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES 
 

What are the specific activities and sequence of instruction that will be used 

to engage students in this lesson? 
 

 Distribute, read, and discuss the introduction handout titled: “For the 

Student.” 


 Distribute handouts “Selection 1-3,” and explain to the class that they 

come from two works of fiction and one of non-fiction written by Mark 

Twain, who uses key phrasing to convey three different “tones” 

concerning the childhood of fictional characters Tom Sawyer and 

Huckleberry Finn, as well as his real life daughter, Susy Clemens. 


 Allow the class sufficient time to read the passages and answer the 

questions at the end of each. An alternative might be for the teacher 

to read one or more of the passages out loud to assist students in 

understanding the dialect used in Sawyer and Finn and recognize the 

phrasing that describes his attitudes toward childhood.


 An alternative or combined approach is to have students work in pairs or 

small groups as opposed to, or in addition to a teacher-centered reading.


 Discuss the answers students wrote for each passage, allowing for all 

variations that students can support by citing language from the passage. 



 Distribute copies of the handout “Writing Task” to each student and explain 

its meaning in terms of the homework assignment.


 For homework, have each student write two original passages of at least 

600 words that deal with the subject of childhood today, differentiating 

each from the other by using two distinct “tones.” 
 
 
 
“COMMON CORE” CONNECTIONS 
 

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL. 6. 6 Explain how the author develops the point of 

view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 


 CCSS. ELA-Literacy. RL. 8. 6 Analyze the differences in the point of view 

of the characters and the audience or reader to create an effect such as 

suspense or humor. 


 CCSS. ELA-Literacy. RI. 8. 6 Determine an author’s point of view or 

purpose in the text and analyze how the author acknowledges and 

responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints 


 CCSS. ELA-Literacy, W. 9-10. 3 Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured event sequence to engage and orient the 

reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation to establish 

one or multiple points of view. 
 
 
 

MATERIALS AND ATTACHMENTS 
 

 Handout- “For the Student” 


 Handout- “Selection 1: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” 


 Handout- “Selection 2: “Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” 


 Handout- “Selection 3: “My Autobiography” 


 Handout- Evaluation Rubric: “Writing Task” 


 For the Teacher- “Possible Answers” 



SUGGESTED EXTENSIONS TO ENHANCE STUDENT LEARNING 
 
In addition to the assignment of two excerpts written by each student on the subject 

of childhood, ask them to write another excerpt on a different subject that can then be 

used for analysis in a round-robin class discussion of the “tone” of each author as an 

indicator of his/her attitude about the subject. 





























 


