Twain’s Travels
60 minutes+
History/English- High School

DESIRED RESULTS
What are the “big ideas” that drive this lesson?

Mark Twain is one of America’s most famous commentators and celebrities, not
only because of the popularity of his literature, but also because of his prodigious
curiosity about people and places and his inclination toward toleration of their
cultural diversity. His numerous, and far-flung, public appearances also gave him
the opportunity to personally engage with peoples from many of the world’s
cultures, leading him to later say that “travel is fatal to prejudice.” By mapping,
researching, and reporting on Twain’s life and travels, students can gain an
appreciate for how he came to embrace human difference.

What are the “essential questions” that students must answer in order to
understand the “big ideas”?

Where did Twain travel in the United States and across the globe, and
how can these travels be represented on a map?
Who were the peoples that Twain encountered on his journeys, and how
were they different from each other?
What are the key cultural characteristics of the peoples that Twain
encountered on his journeys?

CORE UNDERSTANDINGS
Identify what students will know and/or be able to do:

Students will be able to use maps and atlases to locate and identify places
where Mark Twain traveled.
Students will understand the concept of “chronology” by using a timeline to
chart the dates and places of Mark Twain’s travels.
Students will be able to use standard references to research the culture(s)
of a particular people in a place visited by Mark Twain, and report their
findings to their classmates using narrative description and perhaps visual
aids, such as posters, PowerPoint presentations, or other multimedia
programs.

LIST SUGGESTED ASSESSMENT(S)
Students will complete a full set of map worksheets that illustrate the
travels of Mark Twain.
Students will pass a short-answer map test of identifications of places
Mark Twain traveled.
Students will produce an oral or written presentation on the culture of the
peoples Twain encountered during his travels.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
What are the specific activities and sequence of instruction that will be used to
engage students in this lesson?
Distribute copies of the handouts “Mark Twain. Biography” and “Twain’s
Time.” After reading each section of the biography in class, ask the
students to make a written summary of the periods of his life as
delineated by the timeline, taking special note of all travel mentioned in
Twain’s biography.
Distribute an atlas and/or other geography reference works and a copy of
each of the following handouts- “Life on the Mississippi,” “Roughing It Out
West,” “An Innocent Abroad in the Old World,” and “Following the Equator,
More or Less”- to each student. Working individually (the teacher may
adjust this by having small groups of students work together), have
students complete the worksheets. If necessary, allow for more time by

assigning the remainder as homework or doing two worksheets during one
class period and finishing the other two on the following day in class.
After the students have completed the worksheets, review their answers
and inform them that they will later be tested on the content of the
worksheets.
For homework, assign each student one of the locations on one of the
work sheets and ask them to produce a five-minute oral report or 750
word summary of the culture(s) that could be found during the time of
Twain’s visit there.

“COMMON CORE” CONNECTIONS
CCSS ELA- Literacy. RH 6-8.4 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts,
graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and
digital texts.
CCSS ELA-Literacy RI 6. 7 Integrate information presented in different
media or formats- i.e. visually, qualitatively- as well as in words to develop
a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
CCSS ELA-Literacy RH 9-10. 7 Integrate quantitative or technical analysis
(e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text.
CCSS HSS-Literacy RL 9-10. 3. Analyze in detail a series of events
described in a text, detrermine whether earlier events caused later ones or
simply preceded them.

MATERIALS AND ATTACHMENTS
Colored pencils or markers (black, blue, & red) for student use
Student copies of handout “Twain’s Time” (2 pages)
Student copies of any standard student atlas or similar reference(s)
Student copies of handout “Mark Twain. Biography” (3 pages)

Student copies of handout “Life on the Mississippi” (3 pages)
Student copies of handout “Roughing It Out West” (3 pages)
Student copies of handout “An Innocent Abroad in the Old World” (2
pages)
Student copies of handout “Following the Equator, More or Less” (4
pages)

SUGGESTED LESSON EXTENSIONS TO ENHANCE STUDENT
LEARNING
Have students produce a more substantial oral and/or written report on
their assigned culture(s), and consider having them use a PowerPoint
program or similar multi-media format to present their findings to their
classmates
Have students incorporate a timeline of Twain’s travels into their
presentation and explain the causes and effect of the event sequence.
Have students, as a class or as individuals, read and report on one or
more of Mark Twain’s books that chronicle the travels and which serve as
the inspiration for this lesson plan- Life on the Mississippi, Roughing It,
The Innocents Abroad, and Following the Equator- these books are in the
public domain, and can be easily download in whole, or part, if reading
only a portion of the book(s) is desired. A possible theme for these
readings and reports is a comparative analysis of Twain’s views on
different places and cultures, which allows students to assess what Twain
criticized and commended about them against their own research of those
cultures and places.

Life on the Mississippi

Part I: “Missouri Born”
Using a blue pencil or marker, draw the location of the Mississippi River on
the map. Also draw a roughly accurate line to represent the course of the
Missouri River on the map.

Using a black pen or pencil, identify each of the following places by putting
the number of each place name opposite the correct dot on the map. Be sure
to also remember why each place was important to Mark Twain’s life story.

1. Florida (town where Samuel Clemens was born)
2. Hannibal (town where Samuel Clemens grew up)
3. St.Louis (major city where Clemens worked as a steamboat pilot)
4. St.Joseph (city from which the Pony Express and Overland Stage
Line originated, and from where Clemens headed out West)
Part II: “Mississippi River States”
Using a blue pencil or marker, draw the course of the Mississippi River on the map.
Do the same for the courses of the Ohio River and Missouri River that are visible on
the map.
Using a black pen or pencil, identify each of the following U.S. states by putting the
number of the state name in the center of the state’s borders on the map, or by
placing the letter of the river city name next to the correct “x” on the map:

1. Mississippi

a. Memphis

2. Iowa

b. NewOrleans

3. Tennessee

c. Cairo

4. Wisconsin

d. Minneapolis/St.Paul

5. Louisiana

e. St.Louis

6. Minnesota
7. Arkansas
8. Illinois
9. Kentucky
10. Missouri

Roughing It Out West

Part I: “On the Path of the Pony Express”
Mark “X” where St. Joseph, Missouri is located on the map;
Mark “Y” where Fort Kearney, Nebraska is located on the map;
Mark “Z” where Fort Laramie, Wyoming is located on the map;
Mark “XX” where Salt Lake City, Utah is located on the map;
Mark “YY” where Carson City/Virginia City, Nevada is located on the map;
Mark “ZZ” where San Francisco, California is located on the map
Draw a line connecting each location to represent Mark Twain’s travels to
California

Part II: “North America”
Draw an arrow from San Francisco to Hawaii, where Mark Twain went as a
correspondent for California newspapers.
Draw an arrow from Hawaii to the border of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, where
Twain crossed the Central American Isthmus via Lake Nicaragua on his way to New
York City.

Draw an arrow from Central America between the Caribbean islands to New York
City, where Twain went as a correspondent for California and New York
newspapers.
Mark a blue dot at the location of Buffalo NY, where met, married, and lived with
his wife, Olivia.
Color the state of CT in blue, where Twain moved to raise his growing family in the
wealthy and fashionable city of Hartford.

An Innocent Abroad in the Old World
“The Mediterranean Sea and the Holy Lands”
Identify the location of each city visited by Mark Twain during his 1867 voyage
aboard the steamer Quaker City by placing the number near the correct dot on the
map. Once done, draw a line to connect the dots in the same order to represent
Twain’s itinerary in the Mediterranean Sea.

1. Gibraltar
2. Tangiers
3. Marseilles
4. Paris
5. Genoa
6. Milan
7. Venice
8. Florence
9. Rome
10. Naples
11. Messina
12. Athens
13. “Constantinople” (Istanbul)
14. Sevastopol
15. Smyrna
16. Ephesus
17. Beirut
18. Damascus

19. Jerusalem
20. TelAviv
21. Alexandria
22. Cairo/Giza
23. Malta
24. Sardinia
25. Algiers
26. Malaga

Following the Equator, More or Less
Part I: “The 49th Parallel”
Review the copy of “Mark Twain’s Tour – Route in America” ad from 1895, that
lists the North American cities where he lectured prior to heading to the South
Pacific Ocean. Place the date of his appearance in each location (i.e. “7/15” for
Cleveland, OH) near the correct dot on the map of the U.S./Canadian border along
the 49th Parallel, and be sure to use two different colors to distinguish Canadian
cities from American cities.
Part II: “Following the Equator, More or Less” and “India”
Write the number of each location where Mark Twain lectured at the correct
location on the map of the world, except for the locations in India. Put an asterisk
(*) on India, and place the numbers of the tour locations on the separate map of
India where there is room to do so. Once done, draw a line on the world map from
each number (and the asterisk * for India) to represent Twain’s around-the-world
trip in 1895-6.

1. Vancouver
2. “Sandwich Islands” (Hawaii)
3. Fiji
4. Sydney,Australia
5. Wellington,NewZealand
6. Tasmania
7. Melbourne,Australia
8. Sydney,Australia(2)
9. “Ceylon”(SriLanka)
10. “Bombay”,(Mumbai)India
11. “Benares”,(Varanasi)India
12. “Calcutta,”(Kolkata)India
13. AgraIndia

14. Lahore,(Pakistan)India
15. Calcutta,(Kolkata)India(2)
16. “Madras,”(Chennai)India
17. “Ceylon”(SriLanka)
18. Mauritius
19. Mozambique
20. Durban,SouthAfrica
21.Johannesburg,SouthAfrica
22.London,England

Twain’s Time
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