
Gilded Age Christmas Crafts 
at The Mark Twain House & 
Museum 

Paper Chains 

Mark Twain’s three daughters, Susy, Clara, and Jean, would have decorated their 

bedrooms and schoolroom themselves. One of the simplest homemade decorations that 

the girls could have made themselves would have been paper chains. These could be 

made with plain or colored paper, but many Victorians might have used paper with 

fanciful illustrations.  

You can use the paper provided to make your chain, but you can also use paper you 

already have at home. Wrapping paper that you have at home can add a fun pop of color 

and patterns to your chain. You can alternate colors and patterns in one chain, or make 

multiple chains of a single color or pattern. 

Supplies: 

• Strips of paper in varying colors and patterns If you have the museum’s craft 

box, you have three 8.5x11” sheets of paper with colorful Mark Twain book covers 

and two 8.5x14” sheets of plain paper—one white and one yellow 

• Scissors 

• Glue Stick 

• Ruler (optional) 

Instructions: 

1. Cut your paper into long rectangular strips that are about 1” wide and 8.5” 

long. If you have a museum craft box, you’ll have three sheets of paper with rows 

of Twain book covers; before you cut them into strips along the rows, cut off the 

white margins along the short sides and one of the white margins off the long 

sides. Cut the 8.5x14” yellow and white paper into strips of the same width (you’ll 

get 14 out of each of these, obviously). 

 

2. Once you have cut your strips, make your first link. Try to match your sides 

up evenly. Glue the ends of one paper strip together into a ring. Hold the two 

ends together until the glue dries. For the Twain book cover strips, put the glue 



on the remaining bit of white margin—this way your link will show as much of the 

cool book design as possible.   

 

3. Once your first link is dry and sturdy, thread another strip of paper through 

the center of the loop. Join the ends of the second strip and glue together, and 

hold together until dry.  

 

4. Keep adding links. Continue in the same pattern until your chain is as long as 

you want it. If you want to hang your chain in a specific place, you may want to 

measure the length of your chain against the space periodically to check if it is 

long enough. 

 

5. Hang up your chain and enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


